BRIC CLUB




What is a BRIC Club?
e

BRIC stands for Building Resilience in Children.

A BRIC club is a free initiative that can be run at your school to provide children
who struggle to interact and communicate with others, access to play and social
opportunities with other children.

BRIC clubs help children to develop and reinforce play and social skills, and
emerging evidence shows good improvements in pro-social behaviours and a
reduction in anti-social behaviours amongst participants.

Initiative developed by Ability Links, taken over by Prosper (Project Australia).
Has been run in over 40 schools across Greater Sydney and some regional areas.

Support resource kit available.




Which students should participate?




Which students should participate?
e

BRIC club is great for all children but can be a particularly valuable opportunity to learn
and play for children who struggle socially, or who have additional needs.

Nominating 18 children (mixed gender) from stage 2 is a recommended starting point.

Suitable for any age group of students that can be meaningfully engaged with model
kits.

Students are then grouped into 6 teams of three students per team.

In each group of three aim to include two children who might fall into any of the
categories below as well as one student who is patient, kind and easy going (a steadying
influence on the group).

e Children with autism spectrum disorders (they respond very well to the patterned, tactile
elements of blocks/bricks)

 Children who are socially isolated / struggling to make friends

e Children with ADD/ADHD and other learning disabilities

e Children with poor communication skills

Each time you run BRIC club across a school term you can select a new or different
group of students.



Logistics
—

BRIC club runs once per week across a school term and schools choose the time and
day that best suits them for running BRIC club. It may be before or after school, at
lunch time or in class time.

Each BRIC club session takes approximately 40 minutes. That’s 5 minutes to set up, 10
minute rotations of the three BRIC club roles, and 5 minutes to pack down. Utilising 40
minute sessions, it is anticipated that it will take between 6 and 9 weeks for each group
to complete each kit, fitting in perfectly with school term length.

BRIC club can run with only one teacher but ideally two or three teachers will be
familiar with BRIC club. The specific number of teachers required is dependent on the
size of the group and the kids involved. You can also use parent helpers.

If a student is away on a particular week the club can proceed with 2 members,
alternatively you can allocate ‘site manager’ to leftover students to rotate support.

LEGO®, Meccano® or other similar kits are used for BRIC club and can be sourced
through local Club Grants, P & C fundraiser, or otherwise (see FAQ in resource kit for
ideas).



What else is needed?

Space to run the BRIC club sessions that is big enough to fit the children involved

(classroom, library, hall or other) and to store the partially constructed kits in
between sessions.

Parent permission — sample note provided.




Getting Started

Decide which term you want to run BRIC Club. Start this planning in the

term prior if possible. BRIC Club can take 8 - 10 weeks so allow a full
term.

Select a minimum of two teachers to participate in the project: one to

lead and at least one to be back-up.

Arrange with the project team to receive orientation. That’s what this is!

Select a time and venue/room where the club will operate. A BRIC Club

session takes 40 minutes.

Ensure you have a place to safely store the part-built kits in between

sessions.



Getting Started

A smaller group is viable, but must be groups of three e.g. 12, 15 or 18 children.

Each team of three will need 2 ‘target’ children and one ‘role model’ (see FAQ in

resource kit for guidance).

Send the BRIC Club invite (with permission note) home to the parents of selected
children. Choose more children than you need to allow for drop-out. Place them

on a wait list.
Collect permission notes.
Organise model kits.

Brief the participating children and other staff using the powerpoint presentation
that follows. Ensure you set appropriate group rules for student in your BRIC club

(for example, only one person talking at a time).



Getting Started

I
If you need any support or have any

guestions about BRIC Club please contact

Prosper (Project Australia) on 0402 787

571 or mail@prosperpro

jectaustralia.org
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Project Australia

rosper


mailto:mail@prosperprojectaustralia.org

WELCOME TO YOUR
BRIC CLUB




What is a BRIC Club?

A BRIC Club is a time for you to
come together with old friends and
new friends to play and create!







The Architect

The Architect’s role is to read the instructions and pass
on directions to the Supplier and Builder. This means
they will need to:

Tell the Supplier which model kit pieces are needed
and describe what each piece looks like.

Support the Director to tell the Builder where each
piece needs to go.

Only the Architect and Director can see the
instructions!



The Director

The Director’s role is to make sure the team is
working together and communicating with one
another! The Director also works with the
Architect! This means they will need to:

Be aware of everyone’s roles

Ensure communication between roles

Only the Architect and Director can see the
Y
\‘ instructions!

Tell the Builder where each piece
needs to go.



The Supplier

The Supplier controls all of the pieces of the model kit.
This means that they will need to:

Organise pieces into the same colour @
&

Listen to the Architect to find out which
piece is needed

Look through the model kit to find the
correct piece

Pass the correct piece to the Builder



The Supplier — example
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The Builder

The Builder’s role is to put the model together! To do
this, they will need to:

Only use the pieces given to them
by the Supplier

Listen carefully to the instructions
given to them from the Director/Architect

Put the model together




Describing pieces
S

What is the Colour?
How many 2
What is the shape?




Describing Pieces
S
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What is the Shape?
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Reading Instructions

Architect
Supplier

Architect

Supplier




Reading Instructions

L
0
(o
o
-
Vg

41




Reading Instructions

Architect —

says to the —

Builder: 38

“Please put l t

the triangle

piece on top
of the flat
piece.” p




What are this BRIC Club’s Rules?
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